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Presidents Corner: Red Arrow has accomplished a lot during 2008. The year started off with an "almost record" snow season and great snowmobile trails all winter. With lots of riders in the area our annual Fish A Ree fundraiser in February was very successful. That was a good thing as we wound up the year about $10,000.00 short in our DNR reimbursement due to good snow conditions all over the state. What's the connection you may ask?

Well, you may not know that the Snowmobile and ATV sports are entirely self funding. All the money spent by the DNR on our sports is collected via the registrations we pay and a small refund from the gas tax paid since the fuel is not used on the roads. For ATV's we receive a fixed $450 per mile of trail and for snowmobiles $250.  On the snowmobile side we can get up to $500 per mile of "supplemental funds" based on the DNR "dividing up the pie" to the clubs that actually do a lot of grooming. Most years this favors the northern clubs with consistent snow but this past winter the money was divided all over the state. The net result was that we only got about 60% of the supplemental money that we earned. Hopefully the snowmobile community will support higher registration fees or a yearly trail passes so that the funds will be available to keep our trails in the condition that we all expect. The Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs is working on a plan to address this issue.

Over the last winter we also worked with several other area ATV clubs and the Forest Service to site additional ATV trail riding opportunities in the National Forest. The Forest Service has a mandate to establish "up to" 85 new miles of ATV trails in the Nicolet National Forest. Our clubs are working with them to make this happen. Frankly, it is slow going due to all the steps required to make any changes to the Forest footprint. I must say that the staff has been very receptive to our efforts and we hope to have more trails in place as time passes.

We kicked off the celebration of our 40th Club Anniversary with a special float in the annual Town of Townsend 4th of July parade. A semi tractor trailer filled with Vintage sleds and a 3 wheeler was in the parade along with our grooming equipment. Red Arrow was formed in the fall of 1968 and has worked tirelessly for 40 years to help promote the sport of snowmobiling in northern Oconto County.

Over the summer our club had responsibility for about two miles of ATV trail from the Lakewood/Townsend ambulance garage to Cty T. Thanks to Dale Ott who kept this short section "groomed' over the summer. Next year we expect that the rest of the Nicolet Trail to the Forest County line will be open and we will be taking care of that mileage as well. Oconto County has finished putting gravel on the new trail in anticipation of the 2009 ATV season.

We had summer meetings and an ATV club ride but the attendance was quite small. Hopefully with two years of ATV experience we will do more next summer. There is a lot of interest in ATV activities in our area. We are working hard to develop this part of our club. On Labor Day weekend we held our 2nd Annual Corn Roast at Kathy's Valley Inn. It was a huge success and we plan on being back next year for the 3rd annual event. Thanks Willie & Kathy!!!

As fall approached and our thoughts turned back to snowmobiling, club members spent nearly 500 hours getting our trails ready for the winter. I am happy to report that all of our trails are brushed and gone over with our box scraper. THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the trail brushing. We also have spent a lot of time and effort "picking rocks" on Wildwood Trail north of town. Wildwood is the trail that goes right just as you approach the Forest County line. It is a "multi-use" forest road that gets quite rutted up in the summer exposing lots of rocks as well as mudholes. It can be quite bumpy during the early snowmobile season so BE CAREFUL riding in that area. 

Finally, I want to thank all of our area business booster sponsors who help us in so many ways. They are all listed on the back of this newsletter and on our website. Please patronize them! Without strong business support it would be difficult to keep our trails in the great shape we all expect.     Think snow…..John Brantmeier, President
Mark your calendars---check the website for latest updates 

· December Club meeting will be Wednesday December 10th at 7PM at Lakewood Motorsports

· Annual Christmas Party:  cocktails at 6 & dinner at 7 PM. on Saturday January 3rd at The Old Town Hall Restaurant.
· Bonfire & Weenie Roast in the Woods & vintage ride will be Saturday January 24th.more details to come
· 40th Anniversary Fish A Ree will be Feb 7th and 8th at the Townsend Town Hall. Weekend before Valentines Day 
· 3rd Annual Corn Roast will be the Saturday of Labor Day weekend at the Valley Inn
Please sell or purchase the enclosed raffle tickets for our Fish A Ree. This fundraiser needs to be successful if we are to make our budget work and keep the trails groomed as all expect!!!!!
Check out our new website…. www.redarrowtownsend.com   we hope to use the site as the cornerstone of member communications as we move forward.
MINUTES OF MEETING ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12TH, 2008  

At Kathy’s Valley Inn 

Call to Order:  President John Brantmeier called the meeting to order at 7:02P.M. with 25 members in attendance

The agenda was presented and a call for additions was made. There were no additions as of the beginning of the meeting.
The Minutes of the October 8th, 2008 meeting were approved as in the printed newsletter by a motion from Dorthy Wagner and seconded by Pete Renteria. All present voted to accept.
Vince McCabe presented the Treasurers report. A motion to accept was made by Ron Popp and seconded by Ron Wagner. All present voted to accept
Jeff Kroll gave a trail report and said that all trails are brushed and smoothed. He will wait until after deer hunting to inspect the whole system for signage and last minute fallen trees. Jeff installed two culverts on the trails. One at across from the Valley Inn and the other at the new Hwy 32 crossing facing Nicolet Road. Earlier at the board meeting an approval was given for Jeff to spend two days ($800.00 cost) cleaning up rocks on Wildwood Trail. This is $50.00 per hour and only half of the normal heavy equipment rate. (Note: Thanks Jeff and also to the Forest Service for allowing us to remove some dangers from the trail. This will be in addition to the efforts mentioned in the Presidents report). 
John Brantmeier reported on the AWSC convention. He said that the major topic was the CAP (Club Assistance Program) that would create a yearly trail pass for snowmobiles and a one time registration fee upon purchase. Members of clubs would receive a discount on the pass that would make the cost about the same as a yearly registration. Non club members would pay about $20.00 per sled more to ride. The idea is to reward active membership in a club.

John again emphasized the importance of gathering email addresses from all members to significantly cut our mailing expense.  Please send your email address to club secretary Jay Van Thiel at jsvt@granitewave.com

The website is in need of old club photos. Dorthy Wagner said she has some and will forward to John for posting.
Sandy Van Thiel and Norine Brooks continue to organize the annual Christmas Party.  The time and date are cocktails at 6 & dinner at 7 PM on January 3rd, 2009 and the location will be The Old Town Hall Restaurant.  If you plan to attend please use the enclosed form to sign up.
A trail ride and ‘weenie roast” is planned for Saturday January 24th.  Directions and more information will be in the January Newsletter.

The Fish-A-Ree is planned for February 7-8, 2009.  Jay and Sandy Van Thiel and Wayne and Annette Janda have volunteered to head up the committee but need lots of help. Contact Jay and Sandy at  jsvt@granitewave.com to volunteer. Our first priority is getting the ticket sales off to a good start and collecting prizes from business owners and club members for the raffle games at the event.
Dorothy Wagner is the contact person for ordering apparel.   Hats, sweatshirts, t-shirts and jackets are available.  Members who are interested can order apparel that celebrates the Club’s 40th anniversary with a special logo and design.  Dorothy can be reached at 715-276-3800 or email her at dotwagner@ez-net.com  You can also go to our website and print out an order form by clicking on the apparel tab.
Adjourned at 7:55PM by a motion of Jim Weyers and seconded by Karen Czyzewski. All present voted in favor.
Thank you to the following businesses and individuals that are boosters for the Red Arrow.

Cheryl Bartel’s Insurance

Bode's Rawhide

Brunner Service’s, LLC
Citizen Bank

Mulligan’s Bar & Grill

Sunset Bar & Grill
Maiden Lake Supper Club
 MJ Bean’s restaurant

All-Washed Up Laundromat
Frank Erler Concrete
Kathy’s Valley Inn
Flynn Lakewood BP

Geiter Septic


Al & Linda’s Pour Haus
Birch Hills Resort/My Bar
 Mike’s Supermarket

Brian & April Koepp

Kroll’s Excavating
Laona State Bank

 Trails Motel



 Northstar Motel


Mark & Lea Ann Schneider

Pintsch’s Hardware

Old Town Hall

Dan Pries Building
Radish Realty

Lakewood Super Valu

Animal’s Bear Trail
Lakewood Bar & Hotel
Townsend Shell

Golden Eagle Pizza

Ski Hill Bar

Boonies


Lakewood Realty & Cellular

Townsend Self Storage

Ultimate Mfg. Inc.
Van Handle Fox Cities Restaurants

                                      Waubee Lodge


Lakewood Motorsports
Woodland Trail Winery
Tom & Mary Smith



Please patronize the businesses that support you! Their phone numbers and web links are listed on our website
