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October 2008 Newsletter
Presidents Corner: First of all THANK YOU to all of you who helped with the Corn Roast over Labor Day weekend!!! As you will see in the meeting minutes that follow it was a huge success and I want to tell you that it was really fun to see so many fresh faces helping. Our ATV committee (Jerry Cady and Jim Weyers) did a great job organizing the event with Willie and Kathy at the Valley Inn. Jerry was the “prime mover” in getting this now annual event started last year. Also deserving a special mention is Annetta Janda who collected prizes from most of our business booster members and other area businesses as well as working “bell to bell” at the event. Thank you to all who donated items for our raffles and helped make the Corn Roast a most successful event.
Most of the topics currently active are listed in the minutes of the last meeting. If you have any questions about any topic feel free to e-mail me at jbrantmeier@athenent.net. One thing that is not listed is the status of the Nicolet Trail. As I write this the crews from Oconto County are removing the barbed wire from the trail and making additional openings in the fence to area businesses and facing streets. Thanks to all of you who voiced your opinions about these topics…the DOT and DNR did listen to us!!! The paperwork for the transfer of the trail from the DOT to the DNR should happen over the winter making ATV use legal next year. Finally, our town officials deserve a big thanks for pushing hard for the changes that were made.
Our club is really growing!!! We now have over 225 members. Please use the enclosed membership form to renew your membership for calendar 2009. Membership prices remain the same as last year. 

2009 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Enclosed is a form to renew your membership for the calendar year 2009. All memberships expire at the end of 2008 except those new members who joined since late August of this year. Our board decided to offer new members up to 16 months of membership (thru Dec 2009) for those who joined recently. Be sure to include your current e-mail address (or two if you and your spouse both want e-mails from the club). We hope to get a majority of the club members on e-mail notification soon. This will save us about 60 cents per piece of mail sent!!!! Plus we will be able to send special notices about trail conditions and other special events.

Please renew now before we get to the busy holiday season. You will save the club the cost of sending additional notices. 2009 will be an exciting year as we celebrate our 4oth anniversary as a club…..you will want to be a part of the fun!!!

October meeting: The October club meeting will be held on Wednesday October 8th at 7:00 PM at Animal’s Bear Trail

Minutes of Red Arrow monthly meeting 7:00 PM September 10th, 2008 at My Bar, Townsend, WI
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by President John Brantmeier. The agenda was presented and a call for additions was made. There were no additions as of the beginning of the meeting.

Minutes of the April annual meeting were presented by John Brantmeier in the absence of Secretary Jay Van Thiel. Those minutes were distributed to all members in the May newsletter so they were not read. A motion to approve was made by Dan Pries and seconded by Mary Stehula. Approval was unanimous. John made a comment that the minutes showed that there was a snowstorm on Saturday April 12th, the date of the last meeting.

Treasurer Vince McCabe presented the treasurers report and a motion to accept was made by Clint Aderholdt and seconded by Dorthy Wagner. Approval was unanimous. Vince then gave the Corn Roast report. Gross proceeds totaled $10,607.00, expenses $3876 and a net profit of $6711. John Brantmeier thanked everyone for the huge effort made and the great financial success of the event. While it was impossible to thank everyone by name, John singled out Jerry Cady as well as Willie and Kathie Evans for a special thank you. Their informal efforts last year and huge commitment of time this year made this the second year for a terrific event. John also thanked Annetta Janda and Jim Weyers for their key contributions. John also mentioned that he was excited to see so many new faces helping out at the event. It was a “club spirit” booster as well ad a financial success. Plans are in place to make this an annual event on the Saturday of Labor Day weekend.

Member Ron Weingardner was a $25.00 gas card winner but gave it back to the club for groomer use. John Brantmeier won the $500.00 top prize (he jokingly commented that he did not pick his own ticket) and committed to giving $200.00 back to the club for groomer fuel. All prize winners have been notified. Thanks to Townsend Shell for picking up $250.00 of the $1000.00 gas prize cost.
Jeff Kroll told the club that the Board of Directors had authorized the purchase of a “new” drag for the John Deere tractor. The drag is identical to the one on the Ultimate and is 5 years old but looks almost new. It was purchased from the Gillett club for $7500.00 vs. a new replacement cost of about $14,000.00. We will be keeping our old drag for early season use until the rocks and ruts are filled in. Ron Popp has found a used semi trailer at his employer that we can purchase for $500 to use for storage. The Board of Directors authorized this purchase to allow more inside equipment storage. All of our smaller items will be put inside the trailer.

There were several informal meetings this summer to promote ATV activities and to change the by-laws to authorize official summer meetings. None of the meetings produced a quorum to change the by-laws. The Board of Directors has now asked that a complete review of the by-laws be completed for presentation to the Board and to the membership. A By-Law committee was formed from volunteers including Dorthy Wagner, Jay Van Thiel, Vince McCabe, Mary Stehula and John Brantmeier. They will report back to the board of directors when they have their suggestions for changes and updates completed. 
John reported on the status of the Nicolet Trail. The bad news is that the trail will not be open for ATV use this fall. The good news is that all openings in the fence asked for by the Town of Townsend will probably be put in place along with removing the barbed wire yet this fall. Along with the opening of a 5 mile segment north of Laona, it should be possible to ride an ATV from Gillett to Watersmeet, Mi next year. During this discussion someone mentioned that Michigan requires all riders to wear a helmet, have a trail pass and ride single unless using a factory 2up machine. The new route from the Nicolet Trail to Crooked Lake and east to Marinette County is now open. The intersection is north of Mountain at Loon Rapids Road.

Better communications with members was discussed next. We will be converting our membership list to an Excel document to make it more versatile. Mike Ott of Green Bay has volunteered to use his business “e-mail blast” program to communicate with members who supply a valid e-mail. With the price of postage this will save the club money. It was emphasized that critical information will still be mailed and that those without e-mail addresses will get their communications via snail mail as usual. Next a basic web site was discussed. Bob Yadro made a motion and Dale Ott seconded it to have John Brantmeier get a club URL address for approx $15.00 and then find a hosting service for about the same amount per month. 

Trail Brushing Crews have been formed. If you can help please contact one of the following members to get on their crew. Brushing will be done as time permits by each crew, not on a designated date.

1) Sawyer Lake Road south to Animals (Carl Vanderveren’s Crew) needs 2-3 volunteers. Call Carl at 715-276-3558 to volunteer

2) Forest Hill Road (both parts of Y) to Gate off  Engle Road (behind the gates and key needed)

(Tim Brooks and crew) full crew in place. Needs an “experienced trainer” to show them what to do.

3) Valley Inn up Mosquito Lake Road to Gate at Engle Road (Jim Weyers and Crew) needs a couple more people. Call Jim at 715-850-2220 to volunteer

4) Valley Inn to County Line and Wildwood Trail to Spring Lake Road and Hemlock Dam Road and short loop (Dick Fisher and Crew) needs “experienced trainer” to show them how. Call Dick at 715-276-6023 to volunteer.

5) Pickerel Lake Road near town thru Ruff Grouse Area to Hemlock Dam Road via “long loop” and to Airpark (Ron Popp and Crew) needs 3-4 volunteers. Call Ron at 276-2613 to volunteer

6) Entire Railroad Grade to Valley Inn (Jeff Kroll and crew) needs help. Call Jeff on his cell at 715-850-0452 to volunteer

Christmas Party or January Club Event in the Woods?? Both were discussed. Years ago the club had “weenie roasts” at the trail intersection clearing near the airpark. The suggestion was made to have this nostalgia event instead of a Christmas Party to help celebrate our 40th Anniversary as a club. A decision will be made at the October meeting. Special edition club caps and a 40th Anniversary club pin were also discussed. A final suggestion was putting a banner over the trail in Townsend to announce our Anniversary.

With the AWSC convention coming up in October the Miss Snowflake competition was discussed. It was decided not to try to enter a contestant this year. Members with teen age daughters with a keen interest in snowmobiling are encouraged to check this out for next year. A $1,000 scholarship is part of the awards package.

Saturday morning meetings in the winter were discussed. It was decided that for this year we would have a Saturday morning club ride in January and in March. This would be in addition to the regular 2nd Wednesday evening meetings. If the attendance is large enough this could lead to Saturday meetings for these or other months the following year. It was noted that the attendance for the informal summer meetings was very small. Volunteers will be needed to set up the two rides this winter. Vintage sleds would be welcome at these rides.
Mark your calendars. The Fish A Ree will be Feb 7th and 8th at the Townsend Town Hall. This is the weekend before Valentines Day so our event will not conflict with the big Pickerel Lake event this year. It will also be the weekend before the Fireman’s Dance in Townsend. There was some informal conversation after the meeting about having the event last longer into Saturday evening but that will be discussed at the October meeting.

There were 32 members who signed in for the meeting. Thanks to Renee and Dawn of My Bar and Birch Hills Resort for hosting the September meeting. They served a delicious “Hot Tamale” lunch after the meeting which was adjourned at 8:05PM. The motion to adjourn was made by Pete Renteria and seconded by Ron Popp and carried unanimously.

